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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


25X1 


p.t was learned at the Russian Zone Kinistry far Materials Supply that 9 

within the fraoowork of the Five-year* Plan (l$>5l~55) *the State fianni ng Gon dssion had 
ordered the Spviot Zone Railroads to build 15,000 large freight cars and 20.') locomotives* 
The freight cars were to he designed so as to be usable for both standard and -evict 
gauges . # 


25X1 Comment* According to press reports, the Five-Xoor-Plan envisages the increase of 

tlie park oi’ Xocomotive s and freight cars by 2*0,000 freight cars, 1,000 passenger train 
cars, and 200 locomotives* It is believed that this increase of the rolling stock and 
the park of locomotives will not be covered by new production but by repair work per- 
formed* The 20,000 former German freight cars which are scheduled to be returned from 
the UqSq S^R* to the Sovie t Zone of Germany by late 1951 are probably included in these 
25X1 figures* 1 ~1 0 barge freight cars (Grossraungueterwagcn) are boxcars 

with load capacities over the normal capacity of 15 tons up to as high as 60 to ns e It 
remains to be seen whether the conversion from normal to Russian, gau : e and vice versa as 
required for these cars will be ©fleeted by an exchange of wheel sets or by a shifting 
of the wheels or their axles* ’ - * * * iJ iih regard to 

the material^ supply situation now prevailing in thoRussiah Zona of Germany ... it appears 
doubtful whether such an extensive construction program will be executed* To date 
relatively few now freight cars, but no locomotives, have boon built in the Russian Zone 
of Germany for tho German economy* Trie realisation of ' the whole plan would depend on 
extensive shipments of material deliveries from the lT 0 S o S*!L> Railroad cor factories -r:: 
skilled workers are, however, available in adequate numbers in tho Zone* 
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